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Some Conspiracy Theories Knocked Down 

Racism Discounter 


By Jeremiah O’Leary 
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The House Assassinations Commit- 
tee’s investigation has discounted the 
theory that James Earl Ray had rac- 
ist motives for murdering Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and has swept aside 
some of the conspiracy theories 
about the staying. 

But the committee left open for 12 
more days of testimony and hearings 
the question of whether Ray killed 
King m April 1968 for money as part 
of a plot involving others. 

Committee Counsel G. Robert 
Blakey said, .“Finally, it has also 
been speculated that the motive was 
financial. The committee received 
reports that rumors of a bounty on 
King’s head were circulating at Mis- 
souri. State Penitentiary when Ray 
was there, although the committee 
was ' unable to document them 
unequivocally. Four inmates did tell 
the FBI of Ray’s knowledge of an 
offer from a business group ranging 
from $10,000 to $1 million. 8 S 

“One of the inmates told the com- 


mittee-that Ray told him in 1964 of an 
offer to ‘knock King off,’ but he was 
unable or unwiling to testify as to the 
amount or the source. Another of the 
four inmates said he could not recall 
hearing any remark by Ray about an 
offer and the committee was unable 
to locate the other two inmates. 

“BUT IT IS worth noting that in 
executive session Ray’s brother, 
Jerry, 'did state that James always 
operated on a money angle. Since a 
•financial motive automatically sug- 
gests conspiracy, it will be the sub- 
ject of further evidence at later hear- 
ings.” 

Committee sources indicated that 
next week the panel will go more 
deeply into, whai was described as a 
“real conspiracy” in St. Louis 
against King’s life, but Blakey said 
the major effort to explore the impli- 
cations of certain mysterious inci- 
dents suggests and "as-yet-unre- 
vealed conspiracy." 

The panel also voted against 
recalling Ray with his controversial 
attorney Mark Lane to testify in 
Washington again. Chairman Louis 
Stokes, D-Ohio, said, “While there 
are questions that have not been 
posed to Ray, it is considered there is 
no useful purpose to questioning him 
further.” 


with the 300 or more newsmen who 
rushed to the scene.” 

Rep. Chris Dodd, D-Conn„ com- 
mented, “I think these were all 
major mistakes.” He noted • that 
Hollomon ordered a special security 
detail to protect King while he was in 
Memphis but that the detail was re- 
moved from the Lorraine Motel with- 
out his knowledge or approval. And 
he pressed Hollomon on why he did 
not know the security detail was re- 
moved, why the dispatcher did not 
issue an APB and why police tactical 
units were not sent to cover all exits 
from the city. 

Hollomon testified that he took no 
action when he heard King was dead, 
other than to ask the governor of 
Tennessee to send the National 
Guard back to Memphis because of 
the riots he anticipated and which oc- 
curred because he knew there were 
police commanders on the scene of 
the fatal shooting. 

EARLIER Memphis Det. Ed Red- 
ditt told the committee the black 
community in Memphis regarded 
him as a traitor because he was as- 
signed to intelligence and surveil- 
lance of the striking black municipal 
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The committee also heard former 
Memphis Fire and Police Director 
Frank Hollomon testify yesterday 
that he never learned why King’s un- 
wanted police security guard was 
withdrawn or why no APB (all points 
bulletin) was broadcast by the police 
dispatcher for the killer and the 
white Mustang he was driving in the 
first hours after the civil rights 
leader was shot to death. 


HOLLOMON, a former FBI agent, 
declared, “I was probably in derelic- 
tion of my duty for not taking disci- 
plinary action. But for the next 
several days I was fully occupied 
with a riot that broke out in Mem- 
phis, with King’s family and dealing 
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Continued From A-l 
employees who King had come to 
Memphis to help. 

Redditt and Hollomon both testi- 
fied that the black detectives were 
. called in to police headquarters from 
the firehouse because there had been 
threats against Redditt’s life. His 
testimony indicated that the black 
firemen were sent home because 
they resented his intelligence role 
with the black community. The- 
detective testified that it was totally 
erroneous that he had told Lane he 
had always provided security for 
King when King was in Memphis. 

The committee began the second 
day of the King hearings yesterday 
with an examination of allegations 
that Ray had a racial motive in 
shooting King. Blakey said commit- 
tee investigators traced Ray’s- steps 
over the world but found the racial 
motive was difficult to substantiate. 
He cited numerous racial incidents 
that supposedly happened while Ray 
was a prisoner at Missouri State but 
said the weight of the evidence from 
interviews of witnesses argues that 
he was not active in the racial 
clashes there. 

“THE INVESTIGATION also 
could find no firm corroboration of 
claims that while he was at Missouri 
State Ray made derogatory refer- 
ences to King,” Blakey said. 

The committee then turned to 10 . 
sets of . circumstances which have 
been cited by critics of the FBI inves- 
tigation as suggestive of a conspir- 
acy. Blakey said he was listing these 
incidents yesterday and that each 
would be considered further as the 
hearings progress through Novem- 
ber. They are: 

• Escape from Missouri State Penni- 
tentiary. Blakey said the circum- 
stances of his April 1967 escape 
suggest he had help but the question 
remains whether it was related in 
any way to the assassination as the 
first step in a 12-month series of 
sinister events designed from the out- 
set to eliminate King. 

• Ray’s financial support. Blakey 
told the committee a conservative 
estimate of Ray’s overall expenses 
was $9,600 but that the FBI could find 


no'answer to the question of Ray’s 
source of funds. 

• Ray’s plastic surgery. Three weeks 
before the assassination, Ray paid 
$200 for plastic surgery on his nose in 
Los Angeles but the $200 price was 
less than the' going rate and this led 
to speculation that the surgery was 
one more step in a sophisticated con- 
spiracy. 

• King’s motel. It has been charged, 
Blakey said, that the FBI deliber- 
ately set King up for assasination by 
maneuvering him back to Memphis 
and then tricking him into moving 
from the white-owned Holiday Inm 
into the less secure Lorraine. 

• King’s security detail, the 7th 
Memphis police security detail, ‘was 
disbanded and tactical police cars 
were ordered away from the vicinity 
of the Lorraine just before he was 
killed. 

•.The escape. At the moment King 
was killed by a sniper’s bullet there 
were up to 66 policemen within^ mile 
of the motel and there was even an 
undercover officer in the motel park- 
ing lot. Yet the assassin was able to 
leave the rooming house from where 
the shot was fired, drop the murder 
weapon in a doorway and escape by 
car through four states without 
detection. 

• Removal of trees. It is charged by 
some that on the day after the assas- 
sination, April 5, 1968, trees and 
underbrush behind the rooming 
house were chopped down. The thrust 
of this allegation is that Ray never 
fired the shot and the. trees were cut 
down to make him the patsy. 

• Aliases and passports. The com- 
mittee is examining how Ray, who 
bungled simple street crimes, was 
able to obtain Canadian passports 
and birth certificates with ease and 
the question is raised whether he had 
the help of others. 

• Ray’s guilty plea. When Ray 
pleaded guilty to first-degree murder 
he claimed disagreement that there 
was a conspiracy but was not asked 
to elaborate. 

• Eyewitness testimony. It has been 
charged that a woman in the rooming 
house was an eyewitness to the 
assassination but was taken by the 
police and confined illegally in a 
mental hospital to silence her. 

Blakey said these are the questions 
that the committee will hear evi- 
dence about in the next 12 days. 



